Argumentative Précis
Sentence 1:
Name of author, [optional: a phrase describing the author], the type and title of the work, a rhetorically accurate, present tense verb (such as “assert,” “argue,” “suggest,” “imply,” “claim,” etc.)  that describes what the author is doing in the text, and a THAT clause in which you state the major assertion (thesis statement) of the author’s text.
Sentence 2:
In this sentence you will discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the author’s argument. You have three options for this sentence:
Option 1- you agree:  X’s theory of _______________ is extremely useful because it sheds insight on the difficult problem of ____________. 
Option 2- you disagree: By focusing on ____________,  X overlooks the deeper problem of ______________.
Option 3- you agree to an extent:  While X is probably wrong when he/she claims that ___________, he/she is right that ____________.
Sentence 3: 
Concession/ Refutation- in this sentence, you will acknowledge a point that the author discusses and then respond to that issue.
While it is true that _______________, it does not necessarily follow that ________________.
Sentence 4:
So what and who cares. Here you will address the significance of the issue being discussed.
Although X may seem of concern to only a small group of _____________, it should in fact concern anyone who cares about ___________ because ______________.
Example:
In the Orlando Sentinel editorial “Real problem behind schools’ poor performance,” Charlie Reese argues that the cause for decreased academic performance is the students, who value “clothes, sex, music or dope” over education, and the parents who do not motivate their children about the value of education, as was once common practice. While Reese is wrong when he claims that all students are “punks and sluts,” he is right that students who are motivated by their parents can perform at or above expectation at any school. While it is true that Asian immigrants out perform their American counterparts, it does not necessarily follow that “it [doesn’t] matter” if schools are well or poorly funded; finances are essential to keep schools equipped for 21st century demands. Although Reese may seem of concern to only a small group of conservatives in the Orlando area, it should in fact concern anyone who cares about education because allowing his inflammatory ideas to spread will harm , if not destroy, the free education principal upon which our country relies. 
